Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 SEOUL 02042 270914Z 

53 

ACTION EA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-02 INR-07 L-02 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 AID-05 

CU-02 PC-01 OMB-01 /064W 

000233 

R 270842Z MAR 75 
FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9084 
INFO AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
CINCPAC 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SEOUL 2042 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, KS 

SUBJECT: 3,000 YONSEI STUDENTS HOLD ORDERLY PROTEST 
REF: SEOUL 1688 

1. ON MARCH 27, ESTIMATED THREE THOUSAND STUDENTS HELD 
MEETING ON YONSEI CAMPUS, BEGINNING AT NOON 

AND CONTINUING PAST TWO THIRTY P.M. 

STUDENTS CALLED ON MINISTRY OF EDUCATION TO WITHDRAW 
ITS DECISION TO DISMISS YONSEI'S PRESEDENT AND SUPPORTED 
UNIVERSITY'S ANNOUNCED INTENT TO REINSTATE STUDENTS 
AND PROFESSORS WHO HAD BEEN FOUND GUILTY LAST YEAR 
OF VIOLATING EMERGENCY MEASURES. 

2. ACCORDING TO AMERICAN OBSERVERS, CAMPUS LOUDSPEAKERS 
PLAYED BAGPIPE MUSIC AND STUDENTS SANG "WE SHALL OVERCOME" 
IN ENGLISH. STUDENTS WERE CALM AND ORDERLY. FOUR 

POLICE BUSES WERE IN EVIDENCE BUT REMAINED OFF CAMPUS. 

3. THIS PROTEST IS LARGEST OBSERVED IN AT LEAST A 
YEAR. IT FOLLOWS RECENT RALLIES HELD AT SEOUL 
NATIONAL UNIVERSITY (MARCH 24) AND SONGKYUNGKWAN 
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STUDENTS. MOST SIGNIFICANT ELEMENT IN ALL RALLIES 
SO FAR HAS BEEN ORDERLY BEHAVIOR OF STUDENTS. 
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